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Kathleen Froode had a background working in office
administration for a CPA firm when she was introduced
to the construction industry in 1989 and formed Masonry
Specialists alongside her brother in 1994. 1 was the
“51-percent owner, and he was 49-percent,” Froode explains.

In 2004 the union masonry company, which performs the
majority of its work in southeastern Wisconsin, reorganized
and formed Masonry Specialists II LLC. “I became
100-percent owner of it,” says Froode. “That’s how we've
transitioned. It’s been a metamorphosis of sorts.”
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Masonry Specialists IT works primarily in the commercial
sector, which includes health care and education, and
keeps all of its trades in-house, Recent government-funded
opportunities, however, have shifted the company’s focus
toward residential projects. “Several of the projects we're
bidding use Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development
Authority (WHEDA) funds ... as part of the ARRA [American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act] stimulus package,” says
Froode.

Government work often comes with a lot of paperwork.
Froode recently finished the contract for a new housing
job and says there are just as many documents for ARRA
projects as there are for standard subcontractor documents.
However, the extra time is worth the effort since it is harder
to win jobs, “There are 30 bids to get one job,” laments
Froode, who explains that both local and northern Illinois
companies have begun competing in the same geographical
area.

Stand-out Projects

Even with the fierce competition, Masonry Specialists II
has the skills and services that stand out against competing
bidders.

An example of one of the company’s recently won bids
was Greenfield High School in Greenfield, Wis., which was
completed in September of 2009. Masonry Specialists II
recently started a project through the city of Milwaukee
Housing Authority. This project, called Olga Village, is a $6
million apartment complex for low-income elderly adults.
Upon its completion, the facility will feature 27 one-bedroom
and 10 two-bedroom units, along with a community room,
media room, residential kitchen, examining and counseling
rooms.

Another notable project for Masonry Specialists II is the
Aurora Health Care facility, a non-profit health care provider
in West Bend, Wis. The purpose of the facility is to provide
various services in one location, making it easier for patients
to maintain their health care.
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QUIKRETE® Wisconsin, Inc. is the Wisconsin
licensee of the SPEC MIX silo delivery system.
The comerstone of SPEC MIX'S offering is the
gravity-fed silo system. Available in three sizes;
the silos store pre-blended masonry materials

ensuring quality and consistency. The silos can
be used with any mixer on the market to increase
productivity and efficiency. QUIKRETE® has been
making concrete, mortar, specialty grouts, stucco
and related products for more than 65 years.”




